WHAT IS THE FOREST
STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL?
The Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) is
an international certification and labelling
system that enables businesses and
consumers to make informed choices about
the forest products they buy and create a
positive change to keep our forests healthy
for future generations.

BENEFITS OF FSC
ENVIRONMENTALLY
APPROPRIATE

forest management ensures
that the harvest of timber and
non-timber products maintains
the forest’s biodiversity,
productivity and ecological
processes.

TEN PRINCIPLES
All local FSC standards are based on the
same 10 international principles, including
indigenous peoples’ rights; community
relations and workers’ rights; responsible
environmental stewardship; optimizing
benefits from the forest; and protection of
forests where the conservation values are
high.

REAL COLLABORATION
The Forest Stewardship Council represents
an approach to environmental responsibility,
determining together what is best for the
forest and the companies, people, and
wildlife that depend on it. FSC recognizes
the need to have stable jobs as well as
protected ecosystems. It’s a system that has
successfully moved beyond confrontation
into long-term solutions and collaboration.

SOCIALLY
BENEFICIAL

forest management helps both
local people and society at
large to enjoy long term
benefits and also provides
strong incentives to local
people to sustain the forest
resources and adhere to longterm management plans.

OUR FORESTS GIVE
US MANY THINGS LIKE
NOTEBOOKS, TISSUES,
FURNITURE AND
SO MUCH MORE.
FSC® helps take care of forests
and the people and wildlife who
call them home.
So you can keep your life full of
forest products while keeping
our forests full of life.
Choose FSC.

Learn more
au.fsc.org

ECONOMICALLY
VIABLE

forest management means
that forest operations are
structured and managed so
as to be sufficiently profitable,
without generating financial
profit at the expense of the
forest resource, the
ecosystem, or affected
communities.

FSC® Australia
au.fsc.org
info@au.fsc.org
FSC®000201

FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL®
AUSTRALIA

WHY ARE FORESTS
IMPORTANT?
Our forests provide clean water, purify the air,
maintain biodiversity, provide habitat for
species, and play a central role in reducing the
impacts of climate change. Our forests are also
vital for the livelihood of forest dependent
communities. When managed responsibly,
forests are also a source of renewable and
recyclable products such as lumber, furniture,
and paper.

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?
Over harvesting our forests or mismanagement
of a forest could lead to loss of plants and animal
habitat; soil erosion could lead to floods; people
that work in the forest could lose their jobs; lead
to a loss of cultural landscapes and many other
effects. Yet at the same time forests are one of
the best renewable resources if managed
responsibly. This means forests can be replaced
naturally and we can use them again and again
for our everyday needs.

HOW CAN FSC HELP?
FSC is an international certification and labeling
system dedicated to promoting environmentally
appropriate, socially
beneficial and economically prosperous
management of the world’s forests.
FSC was created in 1993 to help consumers and
businesses identify products from responsibly
managed forests. FSC has developed a system
of forest certification and product labeling that
enables people to identify responsibly sourced
wood, paper and other forest products.

HOW DOES FSC WORK?
FSC runs a global forest certification
system with two key components: Forest
Management and Chain of Custody.
The certification process is carried out by
independent organizations called
certification bodies, which assess forest
managers and forest product companies
against FSC standards.

So many things in our lives
come from forests. FSC
helps take care of the
forests for future
generations. So you can
enjoy forest products in your
life and look after the life of
the forest.

FSC certification allows companies to label
their FSC products which then enables
consumers to choose products that
support responsible forest management.

WHAT DO THE LABELS
MEAN?
The FSC label on a wood or paper product is
your assurance that it was made with, or
contains, fibre that comes from a FSC-certified
forest or from post-consumer waste.

Products made from 100% virgin fibre from
FSC-certified forests

WHAT MAKES FSC FORESTS
SPECIAL?
FSC certified forests must be managed to
the highest environmental, social and
economic standards. The forests must be
managed in a way that protects water, soil,
and wildlife. Local communities, forest
workers, industry, environmental groups,
government, forest owners and others try to
come to consensus on how the forest will
be managed. This is what makes the FSC
system unique and ensures that a forest is
well-managed, from protection of human
rights to the methods of harvesting trees.

Products made from FSC-certified virgin fibre and/
or recycled fibre mixed with controlled fibre.

Products made from 100% recycled fibre.

HOW CAN I HELP?
Choose FSC certified products whenever you
can. Look for the FSC labels on paper, wood
and other forest products.

